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gives tweet tips 
for surviving finals 
with a fun fiction-
al twist. Check it 
out in this week’s 
backpage feature.
See Page 8
Xavier students particiapte in OTR celebration
Xavier students participated in OTRAGLOW, an annual community celebration 
of lighted window displays in Cincinnati’s Over-the-Rhine neighborhood.
Photo courtesy of Emily Boutilier
A&E
Staff  Writer Alex 
Spindler recaps 
last week’s A Very 
Acapella Christmas 
in this week’s issue. 
See Page 7
C I N C I N N A T I — 
OTRAGLOW, an annual com-
munity celebration of  lighted 
window displays in Cincinnati’s 
Over-the-Rhine neighborhood, 
got an extra boost this week from 
Xavier students. 
This friendly holiday competi-
tion hosts over 30 entries in three 
categories: business, residential 
and nonprofit, that each creates 
a holiday and Over-the-Rhine 
themed window display in their 
office storefront or home. 
The event is designed to cel-
ebrate the holiday season and 
Over-the-Rhine’s rich and diverse 
history.  Official judging began 
Dec. 1 and ended Dec. 6 with an 
awards ceremony honoring the 
top picks in each category and one 
grand prize winner. 
Eigel Center Director Sean 
Rhiney serves as one of  the 
event’s organizers in partnership 
with the Over-the-Rhine Chamber 
of  Commerce, Urban Sites and 
the Art Academy of  Cincinnati. 
Rhiney, Art Academy direc-
tor of  Student Services, Galen 
Crawford and Mayerson High 
School Service Learning Director 
Clare Blankemeyer were able to 
leverage the event by partnering 
their students with neighborhood 
nonprofits. 
Rhiney notes that “many of  
the neighborhood’s nonprofits al-
locate most of  their resources to 
working with clients during this 
busy season of  need.  We recog-
nized this as an opportunity for 
our students to share their time 
and talent, build community, learn 
the nonprofit’s story and celebrate 
the holiday season in solidarity.” 
Xavier, the Art Academy and 
Mayerson adopted four nonprofit 
storefronts and collaborated on 
the theme and design with their 
partners. 
Xavier University answered the 
call by designing and decorating 
two storefronts.  
Art faculty member Jonathan 
Gibson and students from his 2D 
Design class were matched with 
Art Beyond Boundaries, a Main 
Street gallery where local and re-
gional artists with disabilities dis-
play, market and sell their artwork. 
Gibson says his team worked with 
Art Beyond Boundaries to gen-
erate a set of  colors inspired by 
Over-the-Rhine and Christmas. 
“We used paper garlands that 
combine rugged greens, brick 
reds and shimmering golds in a 
way that shows both the unity and 
diversity of  this community. The 
colored lights in the window of  
the gallery windows slowly change 
how the colors are perceived,” 
Gibson said. 
Rhiney says that Xavier’s 
Community Engaged Fellows 
also got into the competition by 
adopting the office storefront of  
nonprofit housing advocate, Over-
the-Rhine Community Housing 
(OTRCH), at 114 W. 14th St. 
Senior Community Engaged 
Fellow Emily Boutilier, a BFA in 
art education candidate, designed 
a theme that was executed by CEF 
seniors Meghan Marth and Kelly 
Schmidt along with OTRCH resi-
dent engagement coordinator, 
Sophia Cunningham.  
The window is titled “Welcome 
Home: A Light In the Window.” 
Boutilier said the window’s theme 
evolved out of  OTRCH’s ongoing 
mission to connect residents with 
affordable housing options.
“What most inspired me about 
OTR Community Housing is their 
determination to make Over-the-
Rhine a welcoming, engaged and 
inclusive community. They accom-
plish this by developing and man-
aging resident-centered, affordable 
housing in Over-the-Rhine. When 
I thought of  what makes a home 
welcoming, especially during the 
holidays and winter months, I 
thought of  a ‘light in the window.’ 
An illuminated window signals 
to those looking in from the out-
side that a person, couple or fam-
ily calls that place home, and that 
their home is warm and inviting.” 
For more information, please 
contact Sean Rhiney, director of  
the Eigel Center for Community-
Engaged Learning at rhineys@
xavier.edu.
Courtesy of  Sean Rhiney
The Newswire staff would like to wish the Xavier community a happy and safe holiday season.
SGA evaluates its fall semester progress
By ANDREW  KOCh
Campus News Editor
As the semester comes to 
a close, members of  Student 
Government Association (SGA) 
evaluate the progress it has made 
this semester.
SGA President junior Drew 
Dziedzic, Legislative Vice 
President senior Markus Lasky 
and Administrative Vice President 
senior Keenan Collins recently re-
leased an update on the progress 
their administration has made.
As part of  their goal for im-
proving communication between 
the administration and stu-
dents, the Executives created the 
Xavier Student Weekly email with 
University Communications that 
delivers news messages to all stu-
dents each Monday morning.  
The Executives have also de-
veloped a new mobile Xavier 
app which includes student in-
formation on class registration. 
According to an open letter writ-
ten by the SGA Executives, the 
Xavier app will eventually allow 
students to register for classes.
The SGA Executives have 
also made progress in establish-
ing more campus traditions.  They 
hosted the first annual “Light the 
Campus” event on Nov. 21, in 
which over 250 people from the 
Xavier community came togeth-
er to hang and set up Christmas 
lights around campus.  
They have also established the 
“1831 Week” of  student tradi-
tions, another of  their platform 
goals.  It will take place Feb. 1-8 
and feature a number of  events 
designed to celebrate the Xavier 
community, including a campout 
before a Big East men’s basketball 
game.
In addition to these projects, 
the Executives are continuing to 
work on other campaigns next se-
mester, including hiring a new ven-
dor for campus evening shuttles 
and finding new places on campus 
for students to 
host events.
“We hope to 
continue (to) de-
velop as leaders, 
serve our fellow 
students and 
have a positive 
impact on the 
university,” the 
Executives said 
in an open let-
ter to the Xavier 
community.    
In addition 
to the executives, members of  
Xavier’s Senate have been work-
ing on a number of  projects this 
semester.  
As discussed in the Newswire’s 
previous SGA update, student 
Senators successfully campaigned 
for a color printer in the Conaton 
Learning Commons and hand 
sanitizers in certain buildings 
around campus.
In addition, student Senator 
f i r s t - y e a r 
Andrew Redd 
has been 












to seek medical attention for 
dangerously intoxicated underage 
individuals without fear of  being 
punished.
Redd will host an event on 
Jan. 28 to educate students on the 
policy featuring a speech by the 
parents of  a high school student 
who died of  alcohol poisoning af-
ter his friends refused to call for 
medical assistance for fear of  be-
ing punished.
Xavier’s SGA Executives pose with 
President, Fr. Michael Graham, S.J.
Photo courtesy of Drew Dziedzic
Op-Ed
Op-Ed Editor Taylor 
Fulkerson discusses 
Nelson Mandela, his 
death and the lessons 
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Xavier continues community CF] sells T-shirts to fundraise 
garden development efforts for Typhoon Haiyan relief 
BY LAUREN YOUNG 
S tajf W titer 
Xavier's sustainability program 
is pushing forward with the devel-
opment of the community garden 
and its inclusion of permaculture. 
Permaculture is an Ethical 
Design system that teaches how 
to design sustainable lifestyles 
modeled after cooperative prin-
ciples of nature. 
The proposed location of the 
garden (Victory Beach) is actually 
City Park's property. The neigh-
borhood must approve the plans 
in order for the project to begin. 
Ann Dougherty, Xavier's sus-
tainability coordinator, says that 
she takes pride in the fact that her 
team has actively worked together 
with members of the neighbor-
hood for the past few months. 
One of the key contributors to 
the project is Linda Spear. Upon 
graduating last spring, Spear took 
charge of the community garden 
project because of her familiarity 
with the neighborhood. Her ideas 
have fueled the plans. 
"I wanted to take on this 
project because I am a strong 
supporter of sustainability and 
green initiatives... I wanted to 
lead a project that would enhance 
Xavier and engage the community 
at large. The goals are to create 
a green space that can be enjoyed 
by Xavier students, faculty and the 
community and city I love, for a 
lifetime," Spear said. 
Over the past four years, Dr. 
Elizabeth Groppe from the the-
Photo courtesy of www.xavier.edu/ green 
Xavier students participating in the spring 201.3 Community Action 
Day pose after volunteering at the Urban Farm on Xavier's campus. 
ology department assisted in the Greens," Dougherty said. 
search for a place to grow crops Braden Trauth, a consul-
somewhere near campus. Grappe tant and designer at OM Valley 
brought in local farming experts, Permaculture reflects on his expe-
talked with the Park District and riences at the Haitian-Dominican 
met with the North Avondale border and the frustration he 
Neighborhood Association felt. 
(NANA). After surveying the in- "I was saddened to see a world 
terest of Bellarrnine parishoners where agreements, like North 
and another meeting with NANA, American Free Trade Agreement, 
it was suggested that Xavier have give more rights to material goods 
a garden put in on its campus be- to cross (the) border than our hu-
fore exploring the option of going man brothers and sisters, especial-
elsewhere to City Park. ly when they are literally starving, 
"So in spring 2013, we de- as is the case in Haiti," Trauth said. 
signed and started building the Both Dougherty and Trauth 
Xavier Urban Farm on Cleneay hope that the garden will help 
(Avenue)," Dougherty said. Xavier get to know its neighbors. 
"This has been accomplished "This is one of the many goals 
with the help of many volunteers of the Permaculture based Edible 
on Community Action Days, Greg Forest Garden we will be design-
Braun's environmental physics lab ing with XU students and the sur-
class, Sustainability Club and the rounding neighborhood over the 
professional guidance of Urban winter," Trauth said. 
Music Departtnent to 
host Christtnas Ball 
Christmas Ball and raffle will serve as a fundraiser for 
the Music Department~ upcoming European student tour 
BY MIKE CLARK 
Sta.ff Writer 
This Friday's Christmas 
Ball, run by Xavier's Music 
Department, will allow students 
to stress less about exams and get 
into the holiday spirit. 
The Christmas Ball, the first 
of its kind here at Xavier, will 
feature dance instruction, re-
freshments (including desserts), 
door prizes, raffles, silent auction 
items and music provided by XU 
Ensembles. It costs $12 for one 
ticket and $20 for a couple. 
It will be held from 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. this Friday in Schmidt 
Hall's Conaton Board Room. It is 
open to all Xavier students, facul-
ty, staff and community members. 
The purpose of this event, 
while providing the Xavier 
University community with holi-
day spirit, also provides money 
for the Music Department's trip 
this summer. 
''All proceeds from the ball go 
towards lowering the student trav-
el costs for our European Tour 
in May of 2014," Lauren Holt, 
chairperson and coordinator of 
the event, said. 
''We are travelling to Salzburg, 
Vienna and Prague giving con-
certs in venues ranging from 
beautiful cathedrals to ornate con-
cert halls," Holt said. 
The members of the 
Fundraising Task Force include 
the chairperson Lauren Holt, co-
coordinators Sean Reeves and 
Victoria Mairal-Cruz and faculty 
advisor Dr. Matthew Westgate. 
These members hope to make 
their trip more cost-effective for 
their fellow attendees. 
All of the prizes were donated 
and money raised for the trip de-
pends on the number of raffle 
tickets sold to win those prizes. 
Raffle tickets are $1 for one 
ticket and $5 for six tickets. Some 
of the raffle prizes include the 
new iPad Air and Visa Gift Cards 
among other things. 
In the silent auction held at 
the door, raffle tickets will also be 
up for grabs. Roughly 130 tickets 
have been sold so far. If you're 
looking to buy a ticket, you can do 
so at http: // commerce.cashnet. 
com/ music-dept. 
Dec. 2, 8:35 a.m. - An 
employee reported damage in 
Fenwick Place. Sofas had been 
ripped open by a sharp instru-
ment, holes had been kicked 
into the walls in stairwells and 
the mission statement painted 
on the wall outside the Center 
for Mission and Identity was 
damaged. 
Dec. 3, 11:02 a.m. - An 
employee reported damage to 
the landscape on the residential 
mall outside Buenger Hall. 
Dec. 3, 3:52 p.m. - Five 
non-students observed smok-
ing marijuana in the woods be-
hind the Buenger Hall basket-
ball courts were issued trespass 
warning letters and sent on 
their way. 
Dec. 4, 11:57 p.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Cincinnati 
Police in apprehending a sub-
ject wanted for shoplifting at 
the UDF on Dana Avenue and 
Montgomery Road. 
Dec. 5, 5:34 p.m. - A stu-
dent reported the theft of an 
Xavier steff and students reJpond to Phillippines disaster 
BY GINA CARFAGNO 
Sta.ff Writer 
In response to the devasta-
tion facing the Philippines af-
ter Super Typhoon Haiyan, the 
Asian Pacific Society, with help 
from the Dorothy Day Center for 
Faith and Justice (CFJ), is selling 
T-shirts to fundraise for relief 
efforts. 
Because there are students 
on campus who have family in 
the Philippines, the Asian Pacific 
Society wanted to come together 
to help those dealing with the af-
termath of the storm. 
The front of the shirt, which 
is red with white writing, features 
the Xavier logo and says, "Xavier 
stands with the Philippines" 
while the back, says, "You 
are stronger than any storm 
#bangonpilipinas." 
''Bangon Pilipinas" translates 
to "Rise Up, Philippines." This 
hashtag is being used by the 
Catholic Relief Services organi-
zation to raise awareness about 
the issues facing the Philippines 
in the wake of the storm, which 
took place in early November. 
CNN reports that the death 
toll continues to rise from initial 
projections of 5,924 dead and 
1,779 missing. More than 12 mil-
lion people are feeling the effects 
of Haiyan. 
The Center for Mission and 
Identity accepted donations up 
POLICE 
NOTES 
ALL card left unattended on a 
table in the Hoff Dining Hall. 
Dec. 6, 2:21 a.m. - A non-
student going door to door at 
the Village apartments asking for 
money was arrested for criminal 
trespassing. The subject had been 
warned on two prior occasions to 
stay off campus. 
Dec. 6, 3:39 p.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted a motorist who 
ran off the road at Dana Avenue 
and University Drive and struck a 
tree. 
Dec. 6, 9:36 p.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Residence Life with 
a room search at Husman Hall. A 
NOTE OF THE 
WEEK 
The Grinch broke 
Christmas 
Dec. 8, 4:58 p.m. - A 
student reported that some-
one damaged Christmas dec-
orations on his or her room 
door in Fenwick place. 
until Nov. 25 that went through the 
Association of Jesuit Universities 
as Provincial Father Antonio 
Moreno, S.J. of the Philippine 
Province of the Society of Jesus 
made an appeal for assistance. 
Moreno made note in his ap-
peal that the typhoon is not the 
only issue the Philippines are fac-
ing right now. 
"The country still reels from 
the Zamboanga City siege and the 
earthquake that struck Bohol and 
Cebu a few weeks ago," Moreno 
said. 
"I think it is really important to 
both raise awareness and support 
the relief efforts.Awareness can 
come in a lot of different forms," 
Angela Gray-Girton, associate di-
rector for Service and Justice in 
the CFJ, said. 
"Part of this is also about cli-
mate change, the increased inten-
sity and frequency of these events 
goes back to climate change, 
we all have roles to play," Gray-
Girton said. 
Students can help in the relief 
efforts by purchasing a T-shirt, 
donating and using the hashtag to 
raise awareness. 
The T-shirt fundraiser will take 
place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Dec. 11 in 
Fenwick as well as from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Dec. 12 in the Gallagher Student 
Center. 
small amount of marijuana was 
confiscated. Residence Life will 
follow up on the matter. 
Dec. 7, 12:28 a.m. - Xavier 
investigated a report of a fight 
in progress outside Brockman 
Hall. The area was searched 
and nothing was found. 
Dec. 7, 9:17 p.m. - A stu-
dent was cited for possession 
of a fictitious ID after a wal-
let was turned into the lost and 
found at Flynn Hall. 
Dec. 8, 1:01 a.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Cincinnati Police 
in breaking up a loud party in 
the 3500 block of Woodburn 
Avenue. 
Dec. 8, 11:00 a.m. - A non-
student acting belligerent inside 
Bellarmine Chapel was asked to 
leave campus. 
Dec. 8, 1:08 p.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Residence Life 
with a room search in Brockman 
Hall. A small amount of drug 
paraphernalia was confiscated. 
Residence Life will follow up 
on the matter. 
world peace,” Mandela said in 
2002 as the United States was pre-
paring to invade Iraq. 
“If  there is a country that has 
committed unspeakable atrocities 
in the world, it is the United States 
of  America,” he said in 2003, re-
iterating previous thoughts. “They 
don’t care for human beings.” 
Mandela also maintained strong 
feelings on the Cuban revolution. 
“From its earliest days, the 
Cuban Revolution has also been 
a source of  inspiration to all 
freedom-loving people. We ad-
mire the sacrifices of  the Cuban 
people in maintaining their inde-
pendence and sovereignty in the 
face of  the vicious imperialist-
orquestrated campaign to destroy 
the impressive gain made in the 
Cuban Revolution,” he said in a 
1991 speech in Cuba.
Most Americans probably find 
such words offensive at first glance 
but do not consider the context in 
which Mandela has formed those 
opinions. Nor are most Americans 
concerned about the grave human 
rights abuses in which Obama and 
other governmental leaders have 
been complicit or endorsed.
Despite campaign promises 
from a younger and more ideal-
istic Obama, Guantánamo Bay 
Prison remains open. Drone 
strikes in Yemen and other loca-
tions in the Middle East continue 
to assassinate “terrorists,” wheth-
er they are American citizens or 
not, and always without judicial 
process. Undocumented migrant 
workers in the United States still 
do not receive fair wages and are 
still profiled and deported, break-
ing up families.
If  we are to remember 
Mandela’s legacy, then we must 
face certain facts.
Mandela’s legacy is one in which 
peace can be patriotic. His legacy 
is one that respects people as peo-
ple, affirming their participation 
in democracy whether they have 
historically been the oppressors 
or the oppressed. If  we truly wish 
to honor the accomplishments of  
Mandela and others like him, we 
should be restoring virtues to our 
national imagination, not focusing 
on the aquisition of  wealth.
To a degree, this means we can-
not affirm the actions of  our own 
government, neither the president 
nor either political party. There 
is a certain malaise in American 
politics right now; there is more 
division in Congress than any 
time between now and the period 
leading up to the Civil War. If  we 
could settle upon the value of  hu-
manity over things and truly at-
tempt to have “liberty and justice 
for all,” we might be able to cure 
our own dis-ease.
Mandela’s legacy is one we 
should affirm, even if  it is diffi-
cult to come to terms with it. A 
great leader died last week, and it 
is not enough just to remember 
him. We must also strive for such 
burning patience and a spirit of  
forgiveness.
Taylor Fulkerson is a junior phi-
losophy major from Lanesville, Ind. He 
is the Opinions & Editorials Editor for 
the Newswire.
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“If  we truly wish 
to honor the 
accomplishments 
of  Mandela, 
we should be 
restoring virtues 
to our national 
imagination.”
Taylor Fulkerson
Newswire cartoon by Digs Coker
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela 
passed away at age 95 in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, on 
Dec. 5. This week international 
dignitaries and world leaders re-
membered his legacy on Dec. 10. 
They were joined by thousands 
of  mourners in Soweto, South 
Africa.
Mandela is primarily remem-
bered for his 27-year imprison-
ment, his election to the presiden-
cy a mere four years later and his 
forgiveness of  the South African 
white minority that had oppressed 
him and countless others through 
apartheid. Mandela’s commitment 
to peace and reconciliation stabi-
lized a country in crisis, allowing 
for a flourishing democracy after 
decades of  separation.
President Barack Obama eulo-
gized the late leader. 
“It woke me up to my responsi-
bilities — to others, and to myself  
— and set me on an improbable 
journey that finds me here today. 
And while I will always fall short 
of  (Mandela’s) example, he makes 
me want to be better. He speaks to 
what is best inside us,” he said.
Obama, however, does not 
realize the gravity of  his words. 
That, or he is willfully overlooking 
Mandela’s legacy and the impor-
tance of  his own actions.
Mandela’s history is more com-
plicated than most people are will-
ing to admit. He was not only an 
ardent activist, but also an armed 
militant before his prison days. 
He flirted with black nationalism 
for a time and admitted that he 
was the commander of  Spear of  
the Nation, an armed resistance 
group.  He was also tried for trea-
son and sabotage and was con-
victed on the latter charge.
Not only do Mandela’s actions 
bespeak a lifelong commitment 
to a critical yet compassionate 
response to oppression every-
where, his words mirror his life’s 
undertaking.
“If  you look at those matters, 
you will come to the conclusion 
that the attitude of  the United 
States of  America is a threat to 
Mandela’s living legacy
The deceased world leader is more complex than most realize




“In order to 
overcome 
segregation, 
it requires a 
softening of  our 
hearts.” 
Braden Trauth
Integration is a fundamental 
principle of  Permaculture and an 
ideal that America has sought to 
espouse, but only started to make 
true headway on during the Civil 
Rights movement 50 years ago. 
Unfortunately, we are still heal-
ing that segregated past as we 
learn to integrate our communities 
not just racially, but also economi-
cally. The ghettos of  the past that 
were a result of  red-lining, which 
limited bank mortgages to certain 
neighborhoods, are still working 
on integrating and rising above 
those last strings of  segregation 
in our country. This is critical to 
a harmonious society that doesn’t 
need large security apparatuses 
to maintain “safety” from a dis-
enfranchised public.  This is the 
challenge that is exemplified at the 
basketball court fencing project. 
Although it is 
not just exempli-
fied there, it is 
exemplified with 
every security ap-
paratus that seeks 
to segregate us 
from those in 
need. I am sad-
dened to see 
a world where 
agreements like 
NAFTA give 
more rights to 
material goods to cross borders 
than our human brothers and 
sisters, especially when they are 
literally starving, as is the case in 
Haiti. 
In order to overcome this, it 
requires a softening of  our hearts 
to truly know our neighbors. This 
can only come about through true 
empathy and understanding of  
them and their situation. This is 
achieved by earnestly listening to 
them and their needs and a willing-
ness to lend a hand when they are 
in need, especially when our cup 
is overflowing. This builds trust, 
which is the glue of  community. 
This is true love in action. 
This is one of  the many goals 
of  the Permaculture-based Edible 
Forest Garden we will be design-
ing with XU students and the 
surrounding neighborhood over 
the winter and then installing on 
Victory Parkway come spring 
time. 
Permaculture is an Ethical 
Design system that teaches us 
how to design sustainable lifestyles 
modeled after the cooperative 
principles of  nature. It achieves 
this through its fundamental eth-
ics of  earth care, people care and 
“fair share” design methodologies 
and principles, which include “in-
tegration, not segregation.” 
Another principle is “diver-
sity = stability = fertility = abun-
dance” which is juxtaposed to our 
monoculture-based agriculture, 
which is very fragile compared to 
the stability of  a forest. These are 
a couple of  the fundamental prin-
ciples of  creating a sustainable 
agriculture as well as a sustainable 
society on planet Earth.
This garden will be modeled af-
ter a 5-to 20-year-old forest, which 
is the most productive model in 
our ecosystem. It will integrate the 
elements that make our forests bal-
anced including 




viding habitat for 
beneficial insects 
that will predate 




plants to mitigate 
weeds. 
These fundamentals will pro-
vide a palette to provide diverse 
organic food and other resourc-
es for XU and the surrounding 
neighborhood while requiring 
minimal input to maintain those 
harvests, just like a forest, or some 
may even say, like a Garden of  
Eden.
We invite any and all people 
associated with XU and the sur-
rounding neighborhood to come 
and participate in the creation of  
this garden as well as the main-
tenance and harvesting of  it. We 
hope you will come and pick out 
obscure fruits, nuts and berries as 
well as your old time favorites to 
provide great organic snacks for 
generations to come.
- Braden Trauth, farmer 
working with Xavier University 
Sustainability
To learn more, please contact Braden 
Trauth at OMValleyPermaculture@
gmail.com.
Letter to the Editor: 
Integration, not segregation
Staff  talk: 
What is your least favor-




to have a lot of  
loans, aren’t you?
Katherine Colborn:
What are you 
thinking about 
doing after you 
graduate?
John Appledorn: 
Why do you 
look so tired?
Tim Wilmes:
So, what do 
you want to do 
with theology?
Patrick Phillips: 
Oh, you’re a 
theater major 
now? What are 
you going to do 
with that?
Hollis Conners: 
How were your 












Oh, so you’re 
gonna be a 
teacher?
A message to our readers:
No matter how you celebrate or who 
you celebrate with, the Newswire staff  










Saturday night basketball 
in Cintas Center brought in 
more positive results for Xavier 
University as the women’s bas-
ketball team handled the Govs of  
Austin Peay. After a slow first half, 
head coach Brian Neal’s squad 
took control of  the game as it 
fought its way to a 72-59 victory. 
The team’s hot shooting from 
behind the arc continued by go-
ing 10-27. With another win, the 
Musketeers now stand at 5-4 in 
non-conference play while they 
sent their opponents packing with 
a 3-5 record. 
Senior guard Ashley Wanniger 
stole the spotlight with a career 
night of  25 points, shooting 8-14 
from the field, which includes con-
necting on 5-8 shots from behind 
the arc. The Colerain product also 
added three rebounds and one as-
sist in her memorable outing. 
Sophomore guard Jenna 
Crittendon added to the night 
of  career moments with her first 
double-double as a Musketeer by 
amassing an impressive 21 points 
and 13 rebounds. In addition to 
the night of  remarkable stat lines, 
senior guard Shatyra Hawkes con-
tributed 13 points while dishing 
out a game-high six assists, and 
sophomore guard Aliyah Zantt 
made her presence felt behind five 
points and seven rebounds. 
The Musketeers got off  to a 
hot start due to an 8-0 run led by 
Crittendon and Wanniger getting 
started. With less than seven min-
utes to go in the first half, Austin 
Peay used a 13-0 run to close out 
the half  and take over a slim lead 
by a score of  30-29. Neal used the 
halftime break to reignite a fire in 
his team as it opened up the sec-
ond half  on a 27-5 run and more 
importantly a 20 point lead with 
only seven minutes gone that 
would never again come within 
10.
The Musketeers are currently 
seventh in the Big East. The wom-
en’s basketball team is set to play 
again on Sunday as they travel up 
I-75 to take on Wright State. 
Despite the snowy conditions in 
Cincinnati on Saturday afternoon, 
Xavier fans still made their way to 
Cintas Center for the Musketeers’ 
game against the 
Bowling Green 
Falcons. Xavier 
barely escaped the 
visiting Falcons 
in an 85-73 win in 
overtime, snapping 
a three-game losing 
steak.
The first half  
was a back-and-
forth battle between 
the two teams with 
seven lead changes. 
As Xavier struggled 
to take control of  the game in the 
first half, freshman forward Jalen 
Reynolds added a spark to the of-
fense with an explosive alley-oop 
dunk assisted by freshman guard 
Brandon Randolph. After a brief  
Falcon response to Xavier’s small 
run, sophomore James Farr scored 
seven straight points to give his 
team an eight-point lead. Due to 
costly turnovers and inconsistent 
rebounding, Xavier allowed the 
Falcons to finish the first half  on 
a 12-0 run to gain a 33-29 lead. 
The second half  again proved 
to be a game of  runs. After the 
Musketeers tied the game at 37, 
sophomore Semaj Christon scored 
six points during a 10-2 Xavier 
run. However, Bowling Green 
would not back down pulling to-
gether a 13-2 run of  its own and 
eventually gathered a 68-66 lead 
with six ticks left on the clock. 
Christon saved the Musketeers 
by hitting two clutch free throws 
to tie the game and send it into 
overtime when Xavier finally took 
over the game. Freshman guard 
Myles Davis hit two three-pointers 
in overtime to give the Musketeers 
the momentum needed to pull 
away from the Falcons. Xavier 
overpowered Bowling Green in 
overtime and finished the game 
with an 85-73 victory. 
Christon led the offensive at-
tack for Xavier, scoring 22 points 
while finally having more success 
at the free throw line, hitting 12 
of  16. Farr scored a career-high 
15 points and led the team with 
nine rebounds. Junior guard Dee 
Davis also contributed, tallying 
four steals and team-leading eight 
assists.  Stat-lines from this year’s 
games show that Xavier should 
have been able to easily handle the 
Falcons, but poor execution in a 
few key areas made the battle for a 
victory a little more challenging. 
Xavier again struggled to es-
tablish itself  on the board, al-
lowing Bowling Green to gather 
14 offensive rebounds and tally 
19 second chance points, while 
Xavier recorded only five offen-
sive rebounds and two second 
chance points. 
The Musketeers also commit-
ted far too many turnovers. The 
team’s average of  14.1 turnovers 
per game ranks in the bottom 25 
percent in the country and is up 
from Xavier’s average from last 
year. The Musketeers continue to 
thrive on their ability to rely on 
many different players to score. 
Four players scored in double 
digits, and all but one player who 
saw playing time recorded points. 
Xavier looks forward to big games 
against University of  Cincinnati 
and Alabama. 
The Musketeers came from 
behind to defeat the University 
of  Evansville 63-60 last night at 
Cintas Center. 
Junior center Matt Stainbrook 
recorded a double-double with 
10 points and 15 rebounds, while 
Christon led the way with 19 
points, knocking down 13 of  17 
from the free throw line.
Women’s basketball stays strong Men’s basketball records Cintas wins
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Seniors Hawkes (left) and Wanninger 
(right) are averaging 16.3 ppg and 
13.4 ppg this season, respectively.
Newswire photo by Adam Spegele
Sophomore guard Christon has 15.9 ppg this season.












  Newswire Rating:
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
Harmon-X and A caBellas sang Christmas and pop songs for “A Very A Cappella Christmas.” 
Photo courtesy of Ryan Kurtz
Annie Fitzpatrick, Michael G. Bath and Ken Early in “Around the World in 80 Days.”
  Newswire Rating:
“A Very A Cappella Christmas”
Harmon-X and A caBellas concert spreads Christmas cheer
The Xavier holi-
day season got off  
to a musical start last 
Sunday with a dual 
holiday concert fea-
turing the Harmon-X 
and A caBellas music 
groups. 
Harmon-X and A 
caBellas are the two 
a cappella choirs (the 
former being all men 
and the latter being all 
women) on campus. 
They decided to 
jump-start the festivi-
ties with an enjoyable 
show in the old cafeteria in Cintas 
Center. 
While the groups decided to 
showcase some perennial holiday 
favorites like “White Christmas” 
and “Carol of  the Bells,” they 
also performed popular pop hits 
they have performed in other 
concerts like “Tightrope” by Walk 
the Moon and “Same Love” by 
Macklemore and Ryan Lewis. 
This composite mix worked 
in favor for the concert’s overall 
reception. 
Now, this isn’t to say that ev-
eryone only wanted to hear holi-
day hits, but the addition of  the 
groups’ other a cappella standards 
demonstrated variety on their 
part. 
The audience received both 
groups very well, with Harmon-X 
bringing charm and power in 
its presence and the A caBellas 
bringing beauty and resilience in 
its song selection. 
Some technical trouble affected 
the groups’ performance. Another 
event in Cintas Center brought 
vocal and physical distractions to 
the performers and the audience. 
Still, Santa came early and 
brought with him a charm-
ing conclusion to the semester 
with a thoroughly-entertaining 
performance. 
A cappella music has grown in 
popularity across the United States 
considerably in the past decade. 
The release of  the popular 
film, “Pitch Perfect,” last year and 
other reality programming like 
“The Sing Off ” on NBC sparked 
the formation of  many a cappella 
groups on college campuses. 
In fact, Harmon-X and A ca-
Bellas, despite what many students 
think, are very new and fresh clubs 
that just came on the Xavier scene 
in the last few years. 
It’s clear to see that this inter-
est has not died down since such 
great talent contributes to these 
groups’ success. 
These a cappella ensembles 
frequently perform at basketball 
games, service projects and in-
dividual concerts year-round, so 




       
Homes Available for the 2014 School Year 
    •Two, three and four bedroom homes.
    •Clean, Full Size Bedrooms, Laundry, Off-Street Parking.
    •Less than three minutes walking to campus.
    If  Interested contact:
    Doug Spitz 
    513-616-3798 
    doug.spitz@cbws.com 
   Norwood House Available for the 2014 School
    •6 Bedroom
    •2.5 Bath house
    •2 kitchens
    •Pool table
    •Flat screen TV 
    •Minutes to campus
    •2 car garage
    •Great front porch
    •New windows,
    •New appliances,
    •Washer/dryer, and much more.
    Call 513-604-7152 for more details and a tour. 
 Cash reward
 $250 for blue/white pouch with my returned flash drives. 
Please correspond to nyounger9@hotmail.com.
“Around the World in 80 Days” 
delights this holiday season
This holiday season, Ensemble 
Theatre Cincinnati’s current mu-
sical production of  “Around the 
World in 80 Days” takes audiences 
on a dazzling joyride that evokes 
the holiday spirit. 
Brilliant, gentle-
manly Phileas Fogg 
and his charismatic 
valet Passepartout 
are on a journey 
to circumvent the 
globe before the 
year is out with 
£20,000 on the 
line. 
T h r o u g h o u t 
their travels they are 
pursued by Scotland 
Yard’s Inspector 
Fix, confronted 
train robbers and 
forced into sumo 
wrestling matches. 
Along the way, Fogg falls in 
love with Aouda, an Indian prin-
cess, and learns to appreciate life 
outside of  his library. 
D. Lynn Meyers’ direction 
adeptly emphasized Fogg’s race 
against time. 
The cast’s rigid clock-like 
movements and the swift scene 
changes made sure the production 
never slowed down.
Internationally renowned pup-
peteer Joe Kovacs added his own 
visual flair to the production 
by creating a herd of  buffalo, a 
Chinese parade dragon and even a 
full-sized Indian elephant. Kovacs 
greatly helps create the magic of  
the production.
Ken Early’s Fogg was filled 
with passion. During “Take Me 
Around the World,” Early not 
only showed off  his powerful 
voice, but he also depicted Fogg’s 
awe of  the wonders of  the world. 
Torie Wiggin’s Aouda had char-
ismatic joy that brought heart to 
Aouda and Fogg’s relationship.
As Passepartout, Michael G. 
Bath stole the show. With impec-
cable timing and excellent physi-
cal comedy, Bath hardly said a line 







is not explicitly 
expressed, the 
fun of  his trav-
els more than 
makes up for 




ing a great time 
this holiday sea-
son with “Around 
the World in 80 Days.” With spot-
on comedy and fast-paced adven-
ture, “Around the World in 80 
Days” is a must-see. 
Xavier University Singers 
rock with “80’s Time Warp”
Legs kicked, glitter flew and 
voices shined in the Xavier 
University Singers’ latest show in-
stallment, “80’s Time Warp.” 
Directed by Danny Manning, 
this ensemble group of  14 sing-
ers and dancers performed an 
eclectic show filled with songs by 
80’s artists like Whitney Houston, 
Michael Jackson, Cyndi Lauper 
and more. 
Combining swift choreography 
with rock ‘n’ roll music, this group 
definitely put on a show that never 
stopped entertaining. 
In past semesters, the Singers 
have produced works revolv-
ing around themes such as 
“Battle of  the Sexes,” “Alice and 
Wonderland” and other decade-
specific music. 
While these shows weren’t dull, 
there was an odd mixture of  songs 
that was both unfamiliar and dis-
connected from the audience. 
This performance, however, 
featured shoe-tapping, dance-
worthy music that never let up. 
This isn’t to say that the perfor-
mance was without its faults. 
Oftentimes, the ensemble’s 
choreography seemed flat and 
did not match the vitality of  the 
melody. 
In addition, certain slips, vo-
cal cracks and off-beat moves 
took away from soloist work and 
hindered the continuation of  the 
show. 
Nevertheless, the group shined 
in one of  the strongest Singers’ 
shows that has been produced in 
recent years. 
Particular students who stood 
out include Kristen Thomas, 
whose sweet voice did justice to 
Whitney Houston, and Zachary 
Julian, whose ineffable energy 
closed the show quite literally on 
a high note in “You Make my 
Dreams Come True” by duo Hall 
and Oates. 
In addition, senior Rio Van 
Risseghem pulled out all the stops 
in her rendition of  “Purple Rain” 
by Prince. 
This eleven o’clock number 
brought the audience to its feet, 
applauding the high-belting hyste-
ria that unfolded note by note. 
Mixing smart dancing and 
boisterous music, Xavier Singers 
was sure not to disappoint. 




By Rayshaunda ByRd and hollis ConneRs
Guest Writer and Features Editor
#Don’tCram
Cramming before a final is not an effective way to study. Avoid cramming by 
making a study schedule that you’ll stick to. Instead of  spending one or two days 





Spend more time studying on your harder classes than your easier classes. If  there 
are sections of  information you find more difficult to understand make sure to 




Turn your phone on silent. Deactivate your Facebook until you’ve finished study-





After a certain period of  time, your brain needs a mental break. If  not, you may 
find yourself  taking even longer to finish tasks. Step away from your work for 
30 minutes to an hour. Take a power nap, grab a meal or watch TV. Just let your 




If  you’re a visual person, you may do better with charts, graphs, or pictures. If  





Don’t panic when you get the exam. Focus on one question at a time. If  you don’t 
know the answer come back to it. If  you have a question during the exam, do not 




Remember to focus during group study. While it’s okay to have conversation every 
once in a while, your conversation should be more about the exam and not what’s 





Knowing your current grade is important to knowing how well you need to do 
on the exam. Your exam could be worth a huge portion of  your final grade. Talk 
with your teacher or calculate on your own so you can understand what grade can 




If  your teacher gives you a study guide, use it to study. Don’t hesitate to go to your 
teacher up until the exam to ask any questions or discuss anything. Remember 




According to the University of  Georgia Health Center, an adult needs six to 
10 hours of  sleep. Getting enough sleep can decrease stress, improve academic 
performance and keep the body healthy. Naps should be taken early in the day 
for 20 to 30 minutes.  Power naps can give you a boost of  energy and provide a 




Check on the registrar site or with your teacher to know when your exam is, and 
then make sure you’re there on time. Set your alarm and even a backup alarm. The 




Once you turn in your exam, don’t dwell on it. Unless it’s your last exam, you still 
have others to take. Thinking about your previous exam is not going to help you 
prepare for the one ahead. If  it is your last exam, enjoy your break. The semester 




Some of the best and brightest of popular culture tweet ad-
vice on how to perform well on finals
#EatRight
Eating right is important to ensure that your mind is at optimal performance. 
Know your personal calorie limit and try and stay within it. Avoid skipping 
breakfast. Aim for a balanced plate: an even spread of  vegetables, fruits, grains, 
proteins and dairy. Drink plenty of  water to stay hydrated. Decrease your in-
take of  foods high in fats, sugars and salt. A healthy body makes a healthy 
mind. #mindpower
Charles Xavier
@professorx
#finalsweektips
